West African children in private foster care in City and Hackney.
A unique feature of some Africans who come to study and work in Britain is the practice of making private arrangements to send their children to live with foster parents who assume full parental rights. Six hundred randomly selected African families, with a child born between June 1988 and May 1991, resident in one Health Authority, were sent a questionnaire to elicit the proportion of children who had been in private foster care and to gain information on the knowledge and attitudes to fostering and day care provision. Families with children in foster care were asked additional questions about their experiences. Two hundred and six (34%) of the questionnaires were analysed. Seventy-six per cent of the respondents were from Nigeria, 65% had already heard about private fostering and 29 (14%) had sent one of their children to private foster care. Only one family felt that foster care was a suitable option; the reminder would have preferred alternative facilities such as nursery placement. Of the 29 children in foster care, nine parents said their children were unhappy and five rated the foster parents as bad. Contrary to popular belief, most children were visited fortnightly, some more frequently and only two never visited. Private fostering in this group of children was found to be less common than in earlier studies.